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1
LENS APPARATUS AND IMAGE PICKUP
APPARATUS CAPABLE OF CONTROLLING
APERTURE STOP

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an image pickup apparatus
capable of controlling an aperture stop in continuous shoot-
ings.

2. Description of the Related Art

Previously, there is a variability in a stopping accuracy of
an aperture stop due to a reverse backlash occurs in switching
a drive direction, and in order to keep a stable accuracy of the
aperture stop, the aperture stop needs to be opened once and
then is closed (narrowed) again. Therefore, a continuous
shooting speed in continuous shootings cannot be sufficiently
increased due to the influence of a driving time of the aperture
stop.

Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 2010-262173 discloses an
image pickup apparatus which is configured so that the aper-
ture stop is not driven between time periods of an exposure for
a second shot image is performed and an exposure for a first
shot image is performed while a continuous shooting mode is
set.

In the configuration disclosed in Japanese Patent Laid-
Open No. 2010-262173, the continuous shooting speed in the
continuous shootings is increased, however the exposure con-
trol cannot be performed by the aperture stop.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides an image pickup apparatus,
a lens apparatus, and a camera system capable of performing
high-speed continuous shootings while controlling an aper-
ture stop.

A lens apparatus as one aspect of the present invention is a
lens apparatus including a lens, the lens apparatus includes an
aperture stop unit configured to adjust light intensity, a ter-
minal configured so that a voltage is applied in a state of
connecting to an image pickup apparatus, a drive circuit con-
figured to drive the aperture stop unit, and a controller con-
figured to control the drive circuit, the controller is capable of
controlling the drive circuit in a drive mode that drives the
aperture stop unit from a first position to a second position
without driving the aperture stop unit to an open position.

An image pickup apparatus as another aspect of the present
invention includes an image pickup element configured to
perform a photoelectric conversion of an optical image
formed via a lens apparatus in a state where the image pickup
apparatus is connected to the lens apparatus, a terminal con-
figured so that a signal is inputted from the lens apparatus in
the state where the image pickup apparatus is connected to the
lens apparatus, and a controller configured to control an aper-
ture stop unit included in the lens apparatus in the state where
the image pickup apparatus is connected to the lens apparatus,
the controller is capable of controlling the aperture stop unit
in a first drive mode or a second drive mode in the state where
the image pickup apparatus is connected to the lens apparatus,
when the aperture stop unit is driven from a first position to a
second position, the first drive mode is a mode that drives the
aperture stop unit to an open position and then drives the
aperture stop unit to the second position, and when the aper-
ture stop unit is driven from the first position to the second
position, the second drive mode is a mode that drives the
aperture stop unit to the second position without driving the
aperture stop unit to the open position.
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Further features and aspects of the present invention will
become apparent from the following description of exem-
plary embodiments with reference to the attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of illustrating a configuration of
an image pickup apparatus in each embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of illustrating characteristics
of'a motion of an aperture stop in each embodiment.

FIG. 3 is one example of a table of driving the aperture stop
in each embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a configuration diagram of a lens apparatus deter-
mining portion in each embodiment.

FIGS. 5A and 5B are sequences of a method of controlling
the aperture stop in each embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of a method of controlling the aperture
stop in Embodiment 1.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart of a method of controlling the aperture
stop in Embodiment 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention will be
described below with reference to the accompanied drawings.
In each of the drawings, the same elements will be denoted by
the same reference numerals and the duplicate descriptions
thereof will be omitted.

Firstofall, referring to FIG. 1, a schematic configuration of
acamera system in the present embodiment will be described.
FIG. 1 is a block diagram of illustrating a configuration of the
camera system. In FIG. 1, reference numeral 100 denotes an
image pickup apparatus (a camera, or an image pickup appa-
ratus body), and reference numeral 200 denotes a lens appa-
ratus (an interchangeable lens). Thus, the camera system of
the present embodiment is configured by including the image
pickup apparatus 100 and the lens apparatus 200 that is
removably mounted on the image pickup apparatus 100.

A configuration and an operation of the image pickup
apparatus 100 will be described. Reference numeral 101
denotes a camera microcomputer (a controller, or a CCPU)
that is a system control circuit to control each part of the
image pickup apparatus 100. The camera microcomputer 101
is configured so as to perform various kinds of controls for the
camera system, and also determines various kinds of condi-
tions. Reference numeral 102 denotes an image pickup ele-
ment such as a CCD or a CMOS that includes an infrared cut
filter, a low-pass filter, or the like. An object image (an optical
image) is formed via a lens unit 202 of the lens apparatus 200,
and the object image formed by the lens unit 202 is imaged on
the image pickup element 102. The image pickup element
102 performs a photoelectric conversion of the object image.

Reference numeral 103 denotes a shutter that includes a
control circuit. The shutter 103 is closed so as to block light
from entering the image pickup element 102 when a shooting
image is read out, and on the other hand, the shutter 103 is
opened so as to introduce the light onto the image pickup
element 102 when a live view or a shooting is performed. A
control circuit of the shutter 103 controls the shutter 103
based on a shutter drive signal 118 from the camera micro-
computer 101. In the present embodiment, the shutter 103 is
a publicly-known focal plane shutter. The control circuit of
the shutter 103 controls a shutter drive magnet that constitutes
the focal plane shutter, and moves a shutter curtain so as to
perform an exposure operation. In addition, the shutter 103
contains a publicly-known photo interrupter that detects a
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position of a blade of the shutter and that detects a timing of
completion of moving the shutter or the like. The photo inter-
rupter is connected to the camera microcomputer 101 via a
signal line 119 that transmits a detected signal.

Reference numeral 106 denotes a photometric circuit. The
photometric circuit 106 calculates image data taken by the
image pickup element 102 in cooperation with a signal pro-
cessing circuit 111 (a digital signal processing circuit) so as to
perform an exposure control (an AE control). In other words,
the photometric circuit 106 performs a photometry using
information obtained from the image pickup element 102.
Reference numeral 107 denotes a focus detection circuit. The
focus detection circuit 107 calculates the image data taken by
the image pickup element 102 in cooperation with the signal
processing circuit 111 so as to perform a focus detection
control (an AF control).

Reference numeral 108 denotes a gain switching circuit
that switches a gain of a signal (an amplified signal) of the
image pickup element 102. The switching of the gain is per-
formed by the camera microcomputer 101 in accordance with
an image pickup condition or an input by a user. Reference
numeral 109 denotes an A/D converter that converts an analog
signal amplified and obtained from the image pickup element
102 into a digital signal. Reference numeral 110 denotes a
timing generator (TG) that synchronizes an input of the
amplified signal of the image pickup element 102 with a
conversion timing of the A/D converter 109. Reference
numeral 111 denotes a signal processing circuit that performs
an image processing for the image data converted into the
digital signal by the A/D converter 109 in accordance with a
parameter. Descriptions of a storage portion such as a
memory that stores the processed image are omitted.

Reference numeral 130 denotes a mount that mounts the
lens apparatus 200 on the image pickup apparatus 100. Ref-
erence numeral 130a denotes a camera mount that is provided
at a side of the image pickup apparatus 100, and reference
numeral 1305 denotes a lens mount that is provided at a side
of'the lens apparatus 200. The mount 130 includes a terminal
(a communication terminal) that sends data from a lens
microcomputer 201 to the camera microcomputer 101, which
enables a communication between the camera microcom-
puter 101 and the lens microcomputer 201. The mount 130 is
provided with a DTEF terminal 131 (a DTEF terminal 131a
of the camera mount 130q and a DTEF terminal 1315 of the
lens mount 1305) that is connected to an A/D port of the
camera microcomputer 101, as well as the communication
terminal. The DTEF terminal 131 (1314, 1315) is configured
so that a voltage (a predetermined voltage) is applied in a state
where the image pickup apparatus 100 is connected to the lens
apparatus 200. In other words, an output signal (a voltage)
from a lens-type determining portion (not shown) that deter-
mines a type of the lens apparatus 200 is inputted to the DTEF
terminal 131 (131a, 13156). This output signal is a signal
relating to the type of the lens apparatus 200. This output
signal is inputted to the camera microcomputer 101 via the
DTEF terminal 131, and thus the camera microcomputer 101
can determine the type of the lens apparatus 200 mounted on
the image pickup apparatus 100.

Reference numeral 112 denotes various kinds of input
portions. The input portion 112 is configured by including a
release button, a switch, a button, or a dial of switching a
single shooting mode and a continuous shooting mode, and
the like, which is capable of inputting a setting of the image
pickup apparatus 100 and the like from its outside. Reference
numeral 113 denotes a display unit that is configured by a
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liquid crystal device, a light emitting element, or the like that
displays various kinds of set modes or other image pickup
information.

Subsequently, a configuration and an operation of the lens
apparatus 200 will be described. Reference numeral 201
denotes a lens microcomputer (a controller, or an LPU) that
controls the operation of each portion of the lens apparatus
200. The lens microcomputer 201 performs the control of the
lens apparatus 200 and determines various kinds of condi-
tions. Reference numeral 202 denotes a lens unit that is con-
figured by a plurality of lenses. Reference numeral 203
denotes a lens driver that moves an optical system for adjust-
ing a focal position of the lens unit 202. A driving amount of
the lens unit 202 is calculated by the camera microcomputer
101 based on an output of the focus detection circuit 107 of
the image pickup apparatus 100.

Reference numeral 204 denotes an encoder that detects a
position of the lens unit 202. The driving amount of the lens
unit 202 calculated by the camera microcomputer 101 is
communicated from the camera microcomputer 101 to the
lens microcomputer 201. Then, the lens microcomputer 201
performs a drive control of the lens driver 203 using position
information of the lens unit 202 detected by the encoder 204
and the driving amount calculated by the camera microcom-
puter 101. Thus, the lens unit 202 is moved to an in-focus
position by the lens driver 203.

Reference numeral 205 denotes an aperture stop (an aper-
ture stop unit) that adjusts light intensity. Reference numeral
206 denotes an aperture stop drive circuit (a drive circuit) that
drives the aperture stop 205. The lens microcomputer 201
controls the aperture stop drive circuit 206 in a state where the
image pickup apparatus 100 is connected to the lens appara-
tus 200 so as to perform the drive control of the aperture stop
205. A driving amount of the aperture stop that is required to
control the aperture stop 205 is notified by the communica-
tion from the camera microcomputer 101 to the lens micro-
computer 201. In the present embodiment, a focal length of
the lens unit 202 is a single focal length (a fixed focal length),
but the embodiment is not limited to this, and the focal length
of'the lens unit 202 may also be a zoom lens or the like which
is variable.

Next, referring to FIG. 2, a reverse backlash due to the
aperture stop control in the lens apparatus 200 will be
described. FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of illustrating char-
acteristics of the operation of the aperture stop 205 in the lens
apparatus 200. In FIG. 2, driving characteristics in a direction
from an open state (a full-open state) to a small aperture state
(a closed state) of the aperture stop 205 are indicated by a
dashed-dotted line, and driving characteristics in a direction
from the small aperture state to the open state are indicated by
a dashed-two dotted line.

In order to further close the aperture stop 205 by AF so as
to be driven from a state F1C in which the aperture stop 205
is closed from an open position (a full-open position) to a
position of an aperture stop value Fnol to a position of an
aperture stop value FnoO, a two-step drive may be performed
in accordance with design characteristics indicated by a dot-
ted line. In order to open the aperture stop 205 again to the
open side by AF from a state FOC in which the aperture stop
205 is driven up to the aperture stop value FnoO in the direc-
tion of the small aperture state, even when the two-step drive
thatis the same as that of the drive in the direction of the small
aperture state is performed, the aperture stop 205 is not actu-
ally driven due to an influence of the backlash, and instead, a
four-step drive from Steps S8 to S4 is required.

Subsequently, referring to FIG. 3, a table of driving the
aperture stop that is used in a method of controlling the
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aperture stop in continuous shootings will be described. FIG.
3 is one example of the table of driving the aperture stop. In
orderto solve a problem of the reverse backlash in the drive of
the aperture stop, the lens apparatus 200 has the table of
driving the aperture stop to control a removal of the backlash
illustrated in FIG. 3. This table of driving the aperture stop is
made based on data measured by the following method.

First of all, while the lens apparatus 200 is driven each step
from an open side (a full-open side) to a small aperture side (a
closed side), a value Fno is measured for each drive. Subse-
quently, while the lens apparatus 200 is driven each step from
the small aperture side to the open side, the value Fno is
measured for each drive. Then, a step position where an error
between the value Fno for each step and a design value Fno is
minimized is extracted so as to be stored as a table. Table data
made like this at the time of designing or manufacturing the
lens apparatus 200 are stored in a ROM (a storage portion) of
the lens microcomputer 201, and thus the lens apparatus 200
can be adapted to, i.e. support, a relative drive of the aperture
stop 205. In other words, the lens apparatus 200 is provided
with the ROM (the storage portion) that stores information
relating to a drive difference between a case where the aper-
ture stop 205 is driven from the open side to the small aperture
side and a case where the aperture stop 205 is driven from the
small aperture side to the open side. Then, the lens micro-
computer 201 uses information relating to the drive differ-
ence in a second drive mode described below.

On the other hand, since making such table data may be
troublesome, it is not necessarily made for all interchangeable
lens units. For example, when a lens that is a wide-angle lens
in which it is assumed that high-speed continuous shootings
are not necessary is used, the lens may be configured without
the table data. This is, as described below, because it is deter-
mined whether the lens apparatus 200 on which the image
pickup apparatus 100 is mounted supports the relative drive of
the aperture stop, i.e. whether correction table for removing
the backlash is stored, so as to switch the drive control of the
aperture stop. As a result, when the lens apparatus 200 which
supports the relative drive of the aperture stop is mounted, the
high-speed continuous shootings can be performed while
maintaining a diameter accuracy of the aperture stop. On the
other hand, for a lens which does not support the relative drive
of'the aperture stop, the drive is performed to an open position
once and then the drive is necessarily performed in a direction
of'the small aperture state for the aperture stop in shooting so
as to perform a control to ensure the diameter accuracy.

In the present embodiment, as the method of ensuring the
diameter accuracy of the aperture stop at the time of reversing
the drive of the aperture stop as well, a method of storing
correction data table in the ROM of the lens microcomputer
201 is described. However, the method of ensuring the diam-
eter accuracy during the relative drive is not limited to this,
and a method of obtaining the number of correction steps
using various kinds of calculation results, as well as the ROM
table, may also be used.

Next, referring to FI1G. 4, a method of determining whether
the lens apparatus 200 mounted on the image pickup appara-
tus 100 supports the relative drive of the aperture stop 205, i.e.
whether the diameter accuracy is ensured even when the
relative drive of the aperture stop is performed, will be
described. FIG. 4 is a configuration diagram of a lens appa-
ratus determining portion in the present embodiment.

InFIG. 4, reference numeral 100 denotes the image pickup
apparatus, and reference numeral 200 denotes the lens appa-
ratus. The DTEF terminal 131 (1314, 1315) of the mount 130
(the camera mount 130a, and the lens mount 1305) is con-
nected to the A/D port of the camera microcomputer 101. The
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6

DTEF terminal 131a at the side of the image pickup apparatus
100 is pulled up to a power source V3 by a predetermined
pull-up resistor R1 inside the image pickup apparatus 100.
The DTEF terminal 1315 at the side of the lens apparatus 200
is pulled down by a predetermined pull-down resistor R2 as
indicated by a solid line in FIG. 4 when the lens apparatus 200
supports the relative drive of the aperture stop. On the other
hand, when the lens apparatus 200 does not support the rela-
tive drive ofthe aperture stop 205, a ground connection (GND
connection) is performed as indicated by a dotted line in FIG.
4.

For example, a case where the pull-up resistor R1 at the
side of the image pickup apparatus 100 is 100 kQ and the
pull-down resistor R2 at the side of the lens apparatus 200 is
300 k€ is considered. In this case, a voltage corresponding to
¥4 (three quarters) of the pull-up voltage V3 is applied to the
A/D port of the camera microcomputer 101. On the other
hand, when the lens apparatus which does not support the
relative drive of the aperture stop 205 is mounted, a voltage
corresponding to OV is applied to the A/D port of the camera
microcomputer 101. Therefore, the camera microcomputer
101 sets for example a voltage corresponding to Y4 (one
quarter) of the pull-up voltage V3 as a determination thresh-
old value. When the voltage applied to the A/D port exceeds
this determination threshold value, the camera microcom-
puter 101 determines that the mounted lens apparatus sup-
ports the relative drive of the aperture stop. On the other hand,
when the voltage applied to the A/D port is below this deter-
mination threshold value, the camera microcomputer 101
determines that the mounted lens apparatus does not support
the relative drive of the aperture stop.

The present embodiment describes the case where the
DTEF terminal 1315 at the side of the lens apparatus 200 is
grounded (GND connection is performed) with 0 Q when the
lens apparatus 200 does not support the relative drive of the
aperture stop 205, but the embodiment is not limited to this.
For example, the determination can be performed at the side
of the image pickup apparatus 100 even when for example a
resistor value of the pull-down resistor R2 is set to a value
different from a resistor value of the lens apparatus which
supports the relative drive of the aperture stop 205. As a result,
the image pickup apparatus 100 can appropriately identify the
lens apparatus which supports the relative drive of the aper-
ture stop 205.

The present embodiment describes the method of deter-
mining the lens apparatus 200 by using the voltage inputted to
the DTEF terminal 131 of the mount 130 as a method of
determining the lens apparatus 200, but the embodiment is
not limited to this. For example, the determination may also
be performed by communication using the communication
terminal of the mount 130.

Next, referring to FIGS. 5A and 5B, the operation of the
camera system during the continuous shootings will be
described. FIGS. 5A and 5B are sequences of methods of
controlling the aperture stop during the continuous shootings.
FIG. 5B illustrates an operation in a case where a lens appa-
ratus which supports the relative drive of the aperture stop (a
lens that supports the relative drive) is mounted, and FIG. 5A
illustrates an operation in a case where a lens apparatus which
does not support the relative drive of the aperture stop (a lens
that does not support the relative drive) is mounted. The term
“alens that supports the relative drive” means, between a first
shooting (first exposure) and a second shooting (second expo-
sure) in the continuous shootings, a lens that is capable of
relatively driving the aperture stop from an aperture stop
value (an F-number) at the time of the first shooting to the
aperture stop value (the F-number) at the time of the second
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shooting without driving the aperture stop up to the open
position (the full-open position) once. On the other hand, the
term “a lens that does not support the relative drive” means a
lens in which the aperture stop needs to be driven to the open
position once and thus the relative drive cannot be performed
between the first shooting and the second shooting in the
continuous shootings.

A common photometry that is performed before the shoot-
ing is a first photometry (1) indicated in FIGS. 5A and 5B,
which is performed by using the image pickup element 102 as
a photometry using a real aperture stop. On the other hand, a
photometry which is performed in the continuous shootings is
a second photometry (2) and a third photometry (3) indicated
in FIGS. 5A and 5B. In the present embodiment, a photom-
etry processing in the continuous shootings is performed by
the signal processing circuit 111 using a last shot image.
When the lens apparatus 200 does not support the relative
drive of the aperture stop, the aperture stop is driven to be an
open state once before the exposure. On the other hand, when
the lens apparatus 200 supports the relative drive of the aper-
ture stop, the aperture stop is driven to an aperture stop posi-
tion obtained based on the photometry result without opening
the aperture stop before the exposure, and therefore the
decrease in speed of the continuous shootings caused by
controlling the aperture stop is prevented.

Embodiment 1

Next, referring to FIG. 6, a method of controlling the aper-
ture stop in the continuous shootings in Embodiment 1 of the
present invention will be described. FIG. 6 is a flowchart of
the method of controlling the aperture stop in the present
embodiment. Each step of FIG. 6 is performed based on an
instruction of the camera microcomputer 101 (or the lens
microcomputer 201) in accordance with a program stored in
the camera microcomputer 101.

First of all, in Step S101, the camera microcomputer 101
determines whether SW1 that is a state in which a shutter
button (not shown) included in the input portion 112 is
pressed halfway is ON. When the SW1 is OFF, the camera
microcomputer 101 waits for the input of the shutter button
and therefore Step S101 is repeated. On the other hand, when
the SW1 is ON, the flow proceeds to Step S102. In Step S102,
the photometric circuit 106 performs a photometric process-
ing using a signal obtained from the image pickup element
102. Subsequently, in Step S103, the aperture stop drive cir-
cuit 206 controls the aperture stop 205 so as to be set to an
appropriate aperture stop value (an appropriate F-number) in
accordance with the result of the photometric processing.

Next, in Step S104, the camera microcomputer 101 deter-
mines whether SW2 that is a state in which the shutter button
(not shown) included in the input portion 112 is fully pressed
is ON. When the SW2 is OFF, the camera microcomputer 101
waits for the input of the shutter button, and Steps S101 to
S104 are repeated. On the other hand, when the SW2 is ON,
the flow proceeds to Step S105.

In Step S105, the camera microcomputer 101 determines
whether the lens apparatus 200 mounted on the image pickup
apparatus 100 supports the relative drive of the aperture stop
205. This determination is performed based on a signal input-
ted from the DTEF terminal 131a, i.e. based on whether the
voltage value of the DTEF terminal 131a ofthe camera mount
130a exceeds a predetermined value. The specific determin-
ing method is as described above.

In Step S105, when it is determined that the lens apparatus
200 does not support the relative drive of the aperture stop
S205, the flow proceeds to Step S106 and the aperture stop
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205 is fully opened. After the aperture stop 205 is opened, the
flow proceeds to Step S107. On the other hand, in Step S105,
when it is determined that the lens apparatus 200 supports the
relative drive of the aperture stop 205, the flow proceeds to
Step S107. In Step S107, based on an instruction of the
camera microcomputer 101 (the lens microcomputer 201),
the aperture stop drive circuit 206 drives the aperture stop 205
to the F-number (the F-number for a still image) obtained by
performing the exposure calculation based on the result of the
photometric processing in Step S102.

Thus, when the lens apparatus 200 does not support the
relative drive of the aperture stop 205, first of all, the aperture
stop 205 is driven from a current position (a first position) to
the open position (Step S106). Then, the aperture stop 205 is
driven from the open position to a position (a second position)
which is determined based on the photometric processing
(Step S102 or S111). An aperture stop drive mode when the
lens apparatus 200 is the lens that does not support the relative
drive is referred to as a first drive mode. On the other hand,
when the lens apparatus 200 supports the relative drive of the
aperture stop 205, the aperture stop 205 is driven from the
current position (the first position) to the position (the second
position) which is determined based on the photometric pro-
cessing (Step S102 or S111) without driving the aperture stop
205 to the open state. An aperture stop drive mode when the
lens apparatus 200 is the lens that supports the relative drive
is referred to as a second drive mode.

Subsequently, in Step S108, an image is taken and then the
flow proceeds to Step S109. In Step S109, the camera micro-
computer 101 determines whether the shooting mode of the
image pickup apparatus 100 is set to a continuous shooting
mode. When the shooting mode is a single shooting mode, the
shooting is finished. On the other hand, when the shooting
mode is the continuous shooting mode, the flow proceeds to
Step S110, and the camera microcomputer 101 determines
whether the SW2 is ON. When the SW2 is OFF, the shooting
is finished. On the other hand, when the SW2 is ON, the flow
proceeds to Step S111. In Step S111, the photometric circuit
106 performs the photometric processing. The photometric
processing in Step S111 is performed in cooperation with the
signal processing circuit 111 using the image data (the last
shot image) obtained by the shooting in last Step S108. In
other words, the position (the second position) of the aperture
stop 205 is determined based on the photometric processing
by the signal processing circuit 111. Then, the flow proceeds
to Step S105, and the subsequent processing is repeated.

According to the present embodiment, whether the lens
apparatus mounted on the image pickup apparatus supports
the relative drive of the aperture stop, i.e. whether the correc-
tion table for removing the backlash is stored, is determined.
Then, the control for driving the aperture stop is switched in
accordance with this determination result, and therefore high-
speed continuous shootings can be performed in a state where
the diameter accuracy of the aperture stop is maintained when
the lens apparatus that supports the relative drive of the aper-
ture stop is mounted. On the other hand, when the lens appa-
ratus that does not support the relative drive of the aperture
stop is mounted, the aperture stop is driven to the open state
once and then is driven in the direction of the small aperture,
and therefore the diameter accuracy of the aperture stop can
be ensured.

Embodiment 2

Next, referring to FIG. 7, a method of controlling the aper-
ture stop in the continuous shootings in Embodiment 2 of the
present invention will be described. In the present embodi-
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ment, the control is performed so that a method of controlling
the aperture stop for a first frame in the continuous shootings
is different from a method of controlling the aperture stop for
a second frame in the continuous shootings. FIG. 7 is a flow-
chart of the method of controlling the aperture stop in the
present embodiment. Each step in FIG. 7 is performed based
on an instruction of the camera microcomputer 101 (or the
lens microcomputer 201) in accordance with a program
stored in the camera microcomputer 101.

The lens apparatus 200 includes a table of driving the
aperture stop that is used to remove the backlash as illustrated
in FIG. 3. However, the reverse backlash generated by driving
the aperture stop is different in accordance with a drive speed
of the aperture stop 205. In particular, when there are a lot of
variations of the drive speed of the aperture stop 205, a data
amount of the table of driving the aperture stop that is used to
remove the backlash is extremely large. The increase of the
data amount of the table of driving the aperture stop leads to
the increase of memory capacity to store the data amount,
which causes the increase of cost. In addition, since an
extremely-large amount of man-hour is necessary for extract-
ing the data, it may be difficult to prepare the correction table
for all of the drive speeds of the aperture stop 205 which is
capable of being driven at a plurality of speeds. Therefore, in
the present embodiment, the drive speed of the aperture stop
at the time of shooting a still image is set to be constant, and
adrive table for controlling the removal of the backlash which
corresponds to the constant drive speed is prepared.

First of all, in Step S201 of FIG. 7, the camera microcom-
puter 101 determines whether SW1 that is a state where the
shutter button (not shown) included in the input portion 112 is
pressed halfway is ON. When the SW1 is OFF, the camera
microcomputer 101 waits for the input of the shutter button,
and Step S201 is repeated. On the other hand, when the SW1
is ON, the flow proceeds to Step S202. In Step S202, the
photometric circuit 106 performs the photometric processing
using the signal obtained from the image pickup element 102.

Subsequently, in Step S203, the aperture stop drive circuit
206 controls the aperture stop so as to set the aperture stop 205
to be an aperture stop value (an F-number) which is appro-
priate in accordance with the result of the photometric pro-
cessing. In the embodiment, while the aperture stop is con-
trolled so as to be set to the aperture stop value (the F-number)
which is appropriate in accordance with the result of the
photometric processing, the luminance in the live view dis-
play may be temporarily changed. This is because the aper-
ture stop value (the F-number) is significantly changed
between frames of the live view and an exposure control for
an appropriate display cannot be temporarily performed.
Therefore, it is preferred that the speed of driving the aperture
stop 205 (the drive speed of the aperture stop) is decreased so
that the change of the luminance is gradual in the live view
display. In this case, the speed of driving the aperture stop is
adjusted in accordance with a drive amount necessary for the
aperture stop 205, and thus it does not take unnecessarily long
time to drive the aperture stop.

Next, in Step S204, the camera microcomputer 101 deter-
mines whether SW2 that is a state in which the shutter button
(not shown) included in the input portion 112 is fully pressed
is ON. When the SW2 is OFF, the camera microcomputer 101
waits for the input of the shutter button, and Steps S201 to
S204 are repeated. On the other hand, when the SW2 is ON,
the flow proceeds to Step S205.

In Step S205, the aperture stop 205 is fully opened once. In
other words, when a first shooting of the continuous shootings
is performed, the camera microcomputer 101 drives the aper-
ture stop 205 to the open position and then drives it from the
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open position to a position (a first position) which is deter-
mined based on the photometric processing (Step S202) of
the photometric circuit 106. This is because the drive speed of
the aperture stop is not constant when controlling the aperture
stop in the live view. Even when the lens apparatus 200 that
supports the relative drive of the aperture stop 205, i.e. the
lens apparatus 200 that has control data for removing the
backlash of the aperture stop 205 is used, the diameter accu-
racy may not be exactly ensured depending on the last drive
speed of the aperture stop.

Subsequently, in Step S206, based on an instruction of the
camera microcomputer 101 (the lens microcomputer 201),
the aperture stop drive circuit 206 drives the aperture stop 205
to the aperture stop value (the F-number) obtained by per-
forming the exposure calculation based on the result of the
photometric processing in Step S202. In other words, the
camera microcomputer 101 (the lens microcomputer 201)
controls the aperture stop 205 so as to be driven to the open
position in the first shooting of the continuous shootings, and
then controls the aperture stop drive circuit 206 in a second
mode. After an image is taken in Step S207, the flow proceeds
to Step S208.

In Step S208, the camera microcomputer 101 determines
whether the lens apparatus 200 mounted on the image pickup
apparatus 100 supports the relative drive of the aperture stop
205. This determination is performed based on a signal input-
ted from the DTEF terminal 131a, i.e. based on whether a
voltage of the DTEF terminal 131a of the camera mount 130a
exceeds a predetermined value. Specific determination
method is as described above.

In Step S208, when it is determined that the lens apparatus
200 does not support the relative drive of the aperture stop
205, the flow proceeds to Step S209 and the aperture stop 205
is fully opened. After the aperture stop 205 is opened, the flow
proceeds to Step S210. On the other hand, in Step S208, when
it is determined that the lens apparatus 200 supports the
relative drive of the aperture stop 205, the flow proceeds to
Step S210.

In Step S210, the camera microcomputer 101 determines
whether the shooting mode of the image pickup apparatus
100 is set to a continuous shooting mode. When the shooting
mode is a single shooting mode, the shooting is finished. On
the other hand, when the shooting mode is the continuous
shooting mode, the flow proceeds to Step S211, and the
camera microcomputer 101 determines whether the SW2 is
ON. When the SW2 is OFF, the shooting is finished. On the
other hand, when the SW2 is ON, the flow proceeds to Step
S212. In Step S212, the photometric circuit 106 performs the
photometric processing. The photometric processing in Step
S212 is performed in cooperation with the signal processing
circuit 111 using the image data (the last shot image) obtained
by the shooting in last Step S207. Then, the flow proceeds to
Step S213.

In Step S213, similarly to Step S208, the camera micro-
computer 101 determines whether the lens apparatus 200
supports the relative drive of the aperture stop 205. When it is
determined that the lens apparatus 200 does not support the
relative drive of the aperture stop 205, the flow proceeds to
Step 205. On the other hand, it is determined that the lens
apparatus 200 supports the relative drive of the apparatus stop
205, the flow proceeds to Step S206. Then, the subsequent
processing is repeated.

According to the present embodiment, for a first frame (a
first shooting) of continuous shootings when a live view is
switched to an image shooting operation, an aperture stop is
fully opened regardless of a type of a lens apparatus. On the
other hand, for a second frame and subsequent to the second



US 9,197,820 B2

11

frame (a second shooting and subsequent shootings), simi-
larly to Embodiment 1, a control of driving the aperture stop
is switched in accordance with whether the lens apparatus
supports the relative drive of the aperture stop, i.e. whether a
correction table for removing the backlash is stored. There-
fore, holding only correction data that corresponds to a pre-
determined drive speed of the aperture stop, high-speed con-
tinuous shootings in a state where the diameter accuracy of
the aperture stop is maintained can be realized by a configu-
ration with a small-capacity memory and with low cost when
the lens apparatus that supports the relative derive of the
aperture stop is mounted. On the other hand, when the lens
apparatus that does not support the relative drive of the aper-
ture stop is mounted, the aperture stop is always driven to the
open state and then is driven in the direction of the small
aperture state, and thus the diameter accuracy of the aperture
stop can be ensured.

According to each of the embodiments described above, an
image pickup apparatus, a lens apparatus, and a camera sys-
tem capable of performing high-speed continuous shootings
while controlling an aperture stop can be provided.

While the present invention has been described with refer-
ence to exemplary embodiments, it is to be understood that
the invention is not limited to the disclosed exemplary
embodiments. The scope of the following claims is to be
accorded the broadest interpretation so as to encompass all
such modifications and equivalent structures and functions.

This application claims the benefit of Japanese Patent
Application No. 2012-154582, filed on Jul. 10,2012, which is
hereby incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

What is claimed is:

1. A lens apparatus including a lens, comprising:

an aperture stop unit configured to adjust light intensity;

a drive circuit configured to drive the aperture stop unit;

and

a controller configured to control the drive circuit,

wherein the controller is capable of controlling the drive

circuit in a first mode and in a second mode,
wherein, in the first mode, the controller drives the aperture
stop unit from a first position to a second position by way
of'an open position between each exposure, and

wherein, in the second mode, the controller drives the
aperture stop unit from the first position to the second
position directly, differently from the first mode, without
driving the aperture stop unit to the open position
between each exposure.

2. The lens apparatus according to claim 1, further com-
prising a terminal configured so that a voltage is applied in a
state of connecting to an image pickup apparatus, wherein the
voltage that is applied to the terminal is a signal relating to a
type of the lens apparatus that enables the image pickup
apparatus to determine whether the lens apparatus supports
the second mode of driving the aperture stop unit.

3. The lens apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the
controller controls the drive circuit in a state where the lens
apparatus is connected to the image pickup apparatus.

4. The lens apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the
controller controls the drive circuit based on an instruction of
the image pickup apparatus in a state where the lens apparatus
is connected to the image pickup apparatus.

5. The lens apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the
controller is capable of controlling the drive circuit in the first
mode or in the second mode when performing continuous
shootings.

6. The lens apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the
second position is a position that is determined based on a
photometric processing.
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7. The lens apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the
controller controls the drive circuit so as to drive the aperture
stop unit to the open position and then controls the drive
circuit in the second mode when performing a first shooting of
continuous shootings.

8. The lens apparatus according to claim 7, wherein the
drive circuit is capable of driving the aperture stop unit at a
plurality of speeds.

9. The lens apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the lens
apparatus enables the image pickup apparatus to determine
whether the lens apparatus supports the second mode based
on whether the voltage applied to the terminal exceeds a
predetermined value in a state where the lens apparatus is
connected to the image pickup apparatus.

10. The lens apparatus according to claim 1, further com-
prising a storage portion that stores information relating to a
drive difference between a case where the aperture stop unitis
driven from an open side to a small aperture side and a case
where the aperture stop unit is driven from the small aperture
side to the open side.

11. The lens apparatus according to claim 10, wherein the
controller uses the information in the drive mode.

12. An image pickup apparatus comprising:

an image pickup element configured to perform a photo-
electric conversion of an optical image formed via a lens
apparatus in a state where the image pickup apparatus is
connected to the lens apparatus;

a terminal configured so that a voltage is detected from a
terminal of the lens apparatus in the state where the
image pickup apparatus is connected to the lens appara-
tus; and

a controller configured to control an aperture stop unit
included in the lens apparatus in the state where the
image pickup apparatus is connected to the lens appara-
tus,

wherein the controller is capable of controlling the aperture
stop unit in a first mode and in a second mode in the state
where the image pickup apparatus is connected to the
lens apparatus,

wherein, in the first mode, the controller drives the aperture
stop unit from a first position to a second position by way
of an open position between each exposure, and

wherein, in the second mode, the controller drives the
aperture stop unit from the first position to the second
position directly, differently from the first mode, without
driving the aperture stop unit to the open position
between each exposure.

13. The image pickup apparatus according to claim 12,
further comprising a photometric circuit configured to per-
form a photometry using information obtained from the
image pickup element,

wherein the controller drives the aperture stop unit to the
open position and then drives the aperture stop unit from
the open position to the first position determined based
on a photometric processing of the photometric circuit
when performing a first shooting of continuous shoot-
ings.

14. The image pickup apparatus according to claim 12,
further comprising a signal processing circuit configured to
perform a photometric processing using a last shot image in
continuous shootings,

wherein the second position is determined based on the
photometric processing by the signal processing circuit.

15. The image pickup apparatus according to claim 12,
wherein the controller determines whether the lens apparatus
supports the second mode based on a voltage of a signal
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inputted to the terminal provided on a mount of the image
pickup apparatus exceeds a predetermined value.
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